THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
serious difficulties. There is, however, an opposite
tendency in men's souls, a wish for something new, a
desire of change and innovation which is, as a rule,
particularly strong in original and gifted individuals.
The laws or rules being often inadequate or defective,
people began to criticise them whenever injurious con-
sequences were felt affecting individuals or groups or
a whole class. Often different views finally got the upper
hand, and the laws and customs were changed accord-
ingly. Sometimes the change was gradual, sometimes
it was brought about forcibly by a revolution. Thus,
by the influx of ever new ideas, by criticising the estab-
lished order till opinions and habits were changed, the
intellectual and political life of the community developed,
continuously restricted by those who desired to preserve
what was traditional, as against those who wanted change.
In the economic sphere new forces of production were
discovered, or people tried to use the old well-known
forces in a new and more profitable way, or the issue
might be that other groups or another class demanded
a share in the produce or the profits.
In this way there arise in every community contro-
versies and disputes between those who desire to maintain
the existing order of things, and those who want to change
it. They arise not only in the economic sphere, but in
all possible spheres of life, sometimes quite independently
of each other, while sometimes the disputes in the different
spheres are inter-connected. In any sphere of life it may
happen that an order which for a while had been in force
to general satisfaction, will delay the introduction of a
new and better order. The old Prussian army regula-
tions which had worked to perfection at the time of
Frederick the Great, were a dead-weight on the Prussian
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